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[Press Conference]

Joint Statement
Requests from Korean Game Developers to Google and Apple

Korean Game Industry, Academic Society and Civil Society Organization'

Seoul, June 18, 2026

Korean game developers respectfully urge Google and Apple, the world’s leading app market
operators, to voluntarily align their policies with President Lee Jae-myung's pledge to
promote a transparent, fair, and globally equitable app marketplace environment by (1)
Prohibiting the forced use of in-app payment systems; (2) Eliminating discriminatory
conditions imposed on alternative payment methods; and (3) Establishing commission rates

at reasonable and justifiable levels.

The reality facing Korean game developers today is extremely harsh. Google and Apple
charge alternative payment commissions of 0% for many U.S. app developers and
approximately 17% in Europe. Yet in South Korea—the world's fourth-largest app market and
one of the most profitable markets for both companies—they continue to impose anti-

competitive in-app payment commissions of approximately 30%.

Google and Apple have leveraged their overwhelming dominance in the app marketplace to
force developers to use in-app payment systems carrying commissions of up to 30%. Internal
Google documents disclosed during U.S. litigation revealed that a competitive market
commission would be no higher than approximately 10%, while the actual processing cost is
estimated at only 4% to 6%. Despite this, the 30% commission model remains in place,
restricting the growth of Korea's game industry and threatening the survival of many small

and medium-sized developers.

Around the world, governments and industry stakeholders are working together to dismantle

these monopolistic and unlawful commission structures. In the United States, Google is



currently implementing consumer compensation measures worth approximately KRW 1.1
trillion, while Apple faces class action litigation seeking damages of approximately KRW 8
trillion. In the United Kingdom, courts have also recognized significant consumer harm

arising from Apple's app store practices.

South Korea became the first country in the world to enact legislation prohibiting mandatory
in-app payments in 2021. However, Google and Apple effectively circumvented the law by
introducing alternative payment systems that still require Korean developers to pay
commissions of approximately 26%, in addition to payment processing fees and related costs.
As a result, the effective payment burden often exceeds 32% to 38%, undermining the very
purpose of the law. The burden ultimately falls on the most vulnerable participants in the

ecosystem: small game developers, employees, consumers, and players.

If mandatory in-app payment practices are considered unlawful in the United States and
Europe, why should identical conduct be treated differently in South Korea? If charging
commissions on alternative payment systems is being prohibited abroad, why are similar

practices still permitted here?

The Korean game industry is currently facing severe economic challenges. Investment has
slowed, development costs have increased, labor expenses continue to rise, and global
competition has intensified. Many game companies are reducing investment and restructuring

operations simply to survive.

Global platform operators frequently argue that alternative payment systems and sideloading
provide sufficient solutions. However, these options are realistic only for the largest
technology companies and a handful of major publishers. For most small and medium-sized

developers, they remain largely inaccessible.

Building an independent payment infrastructure requires substantial resources, including
payment processing systems, cybersecurity compliance, customer support operations, refund
management, international payment capabilities, tax administration, and financial
reconciliation. Combined with platform-imposed restrictions and additional fees, alternative

payment systems may exist in theory but remain unavailable in practice for most developers.



What game developers seek is not the “freedom to leave the app store.” We seek the freedom
to compete fairly within the app store. Small developers still depend on app stores for user
access and distribution. Therefore, the solution is not unrealistic sideloading schemes or
theoretical alternative payment options. The solution is meaningful access to alternative
payments within app stores, lower commissions, non-discriminatory treatment, and fair

visibility policies.

We, Korean Game Developers, request that Google and Apple recognize the reality faced by
developers on the ground and move beyond a symbolic or circumvention scheme. We urge
Google and Apple to implement practical reforms that reflect the voices of those directly

suffered and damaged.

And thus, Korean Game Developers therefore call upon Google and Apple to take immediate

action on the following:

1. Implementation to charge fair and reasonable in-app payment commissions;

2. Prohibition of discriminatory conditions and excessive commission charges imposed
on alternative payment systems;

3. Self-regulated system to protect Korean Game Developers against commercial

retaliation or interference and to strengthen fair trade and competition

[Attachment]: Presidential Campaign Pledge (Korean)

" This statement is contributed by Prof. Hyo-Chang Bang, Chairperson of Digital Sovereignty

Restoration Citizens Committee, and endorsed by the following organizations.

[Endorsement]:

® Digital Sovereignty Restoration Citizens Committee Chair Prof. Hyo-Chang Bang
® Alliance of Google and Apple In-App Payment Fee Victims Chair Byung-Jin Lee

® [ ead Plaintiff in the Google and Apple Class Action: PangSky Co. Ltd. and five other

companies



® Korea Game Developers Guild Chair Hwan-Min Kim

® Korean Game Consumer Society Chair Min-Sung Kim

® [Korean Game User Association Chair Atty. Chul-Woo Lee

® Game Industry Normalization Campaign Committee Chair Yong-Gi Kim
® Artists Association Chair Hong-Tae Kim

® Journalists Association for Game Normalization Chair Jae-Sung Bae

® Basketball Players Association for Game Normalization Chair Ki-Beom Han
®  Youth Forum for Healthy Gaming Chair Chan-Mo Yoo

® Democratic Citizens Political Academy

® [Korea Game Society President Prof. Tae-Bok Yoon

® (Citizens’ Coalition for Economic Justice Secretary General Sung-Dal Kim
® Consumers Korea Secretary General Secretary General Myeong Yoon

® Financial Justice CEO Deuk-Ui Kim

® Hangang YMCA Chair Hyun-Soo Park

® MINBYUN-Lawyers for a Democratic Society, Committee on People’s Livelihood and

Economy Chair Atty. Jong-Bo Kim
® People’s Alliance for IT Fairness and Justice Chair Prof. Jong-Hyun Wi
® Pcople’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy Head Young-Jong Jin
® The Green Consumers Network in Korea Secretary General Min-Joung Ko

If you have any questions, please contact Digital Sovereignty Restoration Citizens Committee

Phone: +82-10-4216-7185 / Email: dsrcc(@dsrcc.co.kr / Web Page: https://www.dsrcc.co.kr
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